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School Newsletter - January 1, 2023

January 10 - Students return
January 13 - Report Cards published electronically
January 16 - No school, MLK Day

               Message from Dr. Kohler
Inspirational New Year Quotes

Every year you make a resolution to change yourself. This 
year, make a resolution to be yourself. - Unknown

No matter how hard the past, you can always begin again. 
-Buddha

The bad news is time flies. The good news is you’re the pilot. 
- Michael Altshuler (best selling author; global speaker)

You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first 
step. - Martin Luther King

It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves. 
-William Shakespeare

If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, 
change your attitude. - Maya Angelou

FMBE Families - 

We are beginning a new year full of hope and 
promise. We are excited about all the growth 
happening in our school. Our students are growing 
physically and academically. With professional 
development, our teachers are growing and applying 
best practices in the classroom and inspiring our 
future scientists, artists, and writers of the future. 
Our enrollment is slowly growing back!  We had two 
new students enroll during the month of December.

Fort Myers Beach Elementary continues to strive to 
become a school focused on excellence and on 
finding unique and innovative ways to partner, 
support and create opportunities that make our 
school a place where all children enjoy learning, 
develop strong relationships, and continue to grow 
each day socially, emotionally, and academically. As 
always, thank you for your continued support.

I wish everyone much success and happiness in 
2023!



The Florida Statute 1012.42 recognizes that teachers at
times must be assigned duties in a class outside the 
field in which the teacher is certified. Fort Myers 
Beach Elementary Teachers currently
working on certifications include:  

       Reading            ESOL

Mrs. Carisa Hall Mrs. Michele Batista
Ms. Jenna Hinkle
Ms. Lainey Holt

The island nation Kiribati rings in the New Year first.  Kiribati, also known as Christmas Island, is located in the Central Pacific. They celebrate throughout the nation at 
each village's maneaba or meeting house, where all social and political activity takes place.  American Samoa is one of the last places to ring in the New Year.
American Samoa is an unincorporated territory of the United States located in the South Pacific Ocean, southeast of the island country of Samoa.  American Samoa is 
actually the second to last place to celebrate the new year behind Baker and Howland Island, which are both uninhabited. Some tourists take advantage of the time 
difference by flying from Samoa to American Samoa to celebrate twice.

School Board Members
Samuel  Fisher,  District 1 (Vice Chair)     Melisa W. Giovannelli, District 2     Chris N. Patricca, District 3      Debbie Jordan, District 4      Armor Persons, District 5  (Chair)          

         Jada Langford-Fleming, District 6     Cathleen O'Daniel Morgan, District 7    Kathy Dupuy-Bruno, Esq., Board Attorney    Christopher S. Bernier, Ed.D., Superintendent  

3rd grade- We took our mid-year IReady 
diagnostics last week.  I am very proud of the 
progress the 3rd grade made.  The first F.A.S.T. 
monitoring test will be January 11 for reading and 
January 18 for math.  When we return from break, 
3rd grade will be studying rounding in math  and 
poetry in reading.

4th grade - We are excited to start off our 
new year for 2023 and hope for positive 
things to come!  Fourth grade will be starting 
to learn about fractions in math.   We will be 
starting to read some poetry in reading.  Poetry 
is typically a favorite unit!  In science, we will 
be learning about Earth science where we will 
learn all about the different types of rocks and 
phases of the moon!   Social Studies will be focused 
on the early tribes and explorers of Florida.  Lots 
of exciting learning coming up in our new year!

5th grade - We will continue reading and studying 
poetry in our Reading Block.  We have been busy 
learning about coordinate grids and representing 
patterns using input/output tables.  Our next math 
is to add and subtract fractions, always fun math to 
teach and learn.  In science we will be studying 
Earth and Space and Time followed by Earth 
Systems and Patterns.  Thank you for allowing me 
the opportunity to teach your very special children. 

Music- The students had a fantastic winter 
performance! Thank you to everyone for coming 
out and celebrating the holidays with music. Please 
stay tuned for Spring music events and activities!

Art will be exploring colorand we 
will be doing color mixing and 
painting.  If anyone can contribute 
aprons or old t-shirts to protect the 
students’ clothes, that would be great!

PBIS

- Q2 "ALL S" report card 
celebration Friday, January 13th

- Please continue to use FOCUS to 
access your child's 
grades/attendance/behavior

- Use Class Dojo/email to 
communicate with teachers

- Shrimp Shack is up and running! 
Always taking donations  for our 
students to shop with their dojo 
points.

Testing

- K-2nd iReady Jan. 11-23
- 3rd-5th F.A.S.T.  & SCIENCE 

Progress Monitoring Jan. 11-23 
- WIDA testing for ELL students 

1/23-3/10

 

Literacy Corner - S. Skipper

Kindergarten - In January students will be 
learning about the sun and stars in science. 
They are working hard to compare and 
contrast characters’ experiences in stories 
and subtract in math.  Kindergartners are 
learning so much! 

1st - First grade will continue learning about 
stanzas and line breaks in poems. We will also 
learn how to use visuals including maps and 
to find the topic and relevant details in 
informational texts. It will be time to assess 
fluency progress (DIBELS). In Math we will 
collect data on tally charts to create our own 
pictographs.  We will also practice counting by 
1, 2's, 5's, and 10's up to 100 forward and 
backwards. In science we will observe and 
learn about stars, gravity, sunlight, and the 
earth's surface. 

2nd grade - Welcome back! I hope everyone 
had a great holiday break. We are so excited to 
get back to learning in this new year! As we 
get back into the swing of things, we are going 
to be learning about rhyme schemes and 
continuing solving problems with addition 
and subtraction. 


